
Buying Off-the-Plan Property  
Buying off-the-plan property in Australia is an increasingly popular option for 
homebuyers and investors, offering the opportunity to purchase a property before it is 
built. This process involves unique legal and financial considerations that require 
careful navigation to ensure a successful transaction and protect your investment. 

Key Considerations in Buying Off-the-Plan Property 

1. Understanding the Contract: Off-the-plan contracts can be complex, 
containing specific terms and conditions that differ from standard property 
purchase agreements. These contracts often include clauses related to 
construction timelines, potential changes to the design, and the developer's 
rights to make alterations. 

2. Deposit and Payment Structure: Typically, a deposit is required upfront, with 
the balance payable upon completion. Understanding the payment structure 
and any associated risks, such as the developer's financial stability, is crucial. 

3. Sunset Clauses: These clauses allow either party to terminate the contract if the 
project is not completed by a specified date. It's important to understand the 
implications of these clauses and how they might affect your purchase. 

4. Changes and Variations: Developers may reserve the right to make changes to 
the property's design or specifications. Buyers should be aware of the extent of 
these rights and how they might impact the final product. 

5. Market Fluctuations: The property's value may change between the time of 
purchase and completion. Buyers should consider potential market fluctuations 
and their impact on the property's value. 

6. Legal Compliance: Ensuring the development complies with all relevant 
planning and zoning regulations is essential to avoid future legal issues. 

How Dojo Legal Australia Can Assist 

• Contract Review and Negotiation: Lawyers at Dojo Legal Australia can review 
and negotiate the terms of the off-the-plan contract to ensure it is fair and 
protects your interests. They can help identify and address any potential risks or 
unfavourable terms. 

• Due Diligence: Conducting thorough due diligence is crucial in off-the-plan 
purchases. Property lawyers can assist in verifying the developer's credentials, 
financial stability, and compliance with legal requirements. 



• Risk Mitigation: By identifying potential legal issues early, a property lawyer can 
help mitigate risks and prevent costly disputes. They can provide strategic advice 
on managing risks associated with off-the-plan purchases. 

• Dispute Resolution: If disputes arise during the development process, a 
property lawyer can represent your interests in negotiations, mediation, or 
litigation, working to achieve a favourable outcome. 

• Guidance on Legal Compliance: Lawyers can ensure that the development 
complies with all relevant laws and regulations, providing peace of mind and 
protecting your investment. 

 

Key Takeaways 

Buying off-the-plan property in Australia involves navigating a complex legal landscape 
that requires careful consideration and expert guidance. Engaging an experienced 
property lawyer from Dojo Legal Australia can help ensure that your purchase is legally 
sound, compliant, and tailored to your needs, providing you with the confidence to 
make informed decisions and safeguard your investment. 

Do you have additional questions regarding Buying Off-the-Plan Property? Please feel 
free to contact us by email at admin@dojolegal.com.au, or by phone on +61 02 9138 
0688 to arrange a consultation with our experienced lawyers. 

 


